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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 

of 

STAINES  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Mr.  Chairman^  Ladies  and  Gentlemen^ 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1959. 

With  the  close  of  1959  a  most  important  public  health  improvement 
has  been  brought  about;  one  that  lies  unseen  under  the  ground,  yet 
quietly  and  efficiently  performs  its  functions  for  the  benefit  of  residents. 
I  refer  to  the  completion  in  1959  of  the  Staines  Ward  and  Stanwell 
Moor  and  Poyle  Sewerage  Schemes,  each  of  which  is  a  major  achieve¬ 
ment,  and  together  cost  nearly  £500,000.  Were  these  projects  above 
ground  and  conspicuous  landmarks,  the  ratepayers  could  not  long  be 
unaware  of  them.  This  report  will,  I  hope,  show  to  them  and  others 
the  really  “  contemporary  ”  sewerage  schemes  that  they  now  enjoy. 

To  appreciate  modern  methods  of  sewage  disposal,  it  is  wise  to 
survey  the  growth  over  the  years  of  the  schemes.  Both  are  entirely 
separate  geographically,  though  ultimately  both  join  the  main  sewer  to 
reach  the  great  Mogden  Lane  Sewerage  Disposal  Plant  of  the  Middle¬ 
sex  County  Council. 

The  main  drainage  scheme  for  Staines  was  completed  in  1896  and 
was  designed  to  serve  a  population  of  7,000.  Today’s  population  is 
48,000,  and  with  such  increase  in  flow  the  sewers  became  surcharged 
and  maintenance  of  the  ten  pumping  stations  became  increasingly 
difficult.  By  May  1956  the  position  had  become  so  serious  that  the 
Council  sought  and  obtained  a  special  hearing  of  its  views  by  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  At  this  meeting  it  was 
pointed  out  that  a  breakdown  in  any  part  of  the  antiquated  system 
would  have  most  serious  consequences,  and  no  alternative  scheme  then 
existed.  How  true  this  assessment  of  the  picture  was  is  shown  by 
events  soon  after  the  new  scheme  was  under  way.  Fortunately  a  large 
new  length  of  sewer  had  been  laid  near  one  main  road  when  serious 
trouble  occurred  during  a  week-end  in  the  old  surcharged  main.  The 
new  length  was  connected  up,  and  the  emergency  speedily  overcome 
in  a  most  satisfactory  and  unobtrusive  manner.  How  different  the 
situation  would  have  been  had  there  been  no  length  of  sewer  so  handy 
for  connection ! 

The  Stanwell  Aloor  and  Poyle  Scheme,  priority  No.  2  on  the  list, 
was  hardly  less  important.  So  great  an  increase  of  population  and 
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industrial  undertakings  could  exist  healthily  no  longer  with  cesspool 
drainage,  and  the  ‘‘  new  look  ”  in  Stanwell  Moor  and  Poyle  was  most 
urgent  and  necessary.  This  scheme  has  brought  the  blessing  of  hygienic 
water-borne  sewerage  to  a  large  part  of  this  district.  To  complete  the 
scheme  satisfactorily  from  the  public  health  point  of  view,  it  is  essen¬ 
tial  that  sewers  be  laid  by  the  owners  ond  occupiers  of  all  the  factories 
on  the  Trading  Estates  in  the  Poyle  and  Colnbrook  area.  Some  work 
on  this  is  proceeding,  and  hopes  are  entertained  that  next  year  will  see 
the  drainage  of  all  industrial  undertakings  connected  to  the  sewer. 

Unfortunately,  in  a  part  of  the  district  still  not  sewered,  the  Council 
have  had  to  approve  the  erection  of  further  small  estates  of  houses  with 
cesspool  drainage.  It  is  of  paramount  importance  that  such  anachron¬ 
isms  should  be  remedied  as  soon  as  possible.  This  means  further 
though  smaller  new  sewer  schemes.  This  previously  rural  area  of  the 
Staines  Urban  District  will  then  become  genuinely  urban  in  its 
amenities.  The  need  to  press  for  the  ultimate  abolition  of  every  cess¬ 
pool  is  obvious. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  have  drawn  attention  to  the  importance  of 
the  perinatal  mortality  rate.  This  is  the  rate  per  thousand  live  births 
and  still  births  of  stillborn  babies  and  babies  dying  within  the  first 
week  of  life.  Generally  speaking,  the  deaths  are  attributable  to  the 
same  causes.  It  is,  therefore,  interesting  to  review  the  rate  for  the 
preceding  years  in  this  district.  The  perinatal  rates  are : 


Year 

No.  of  perinatal 
deaths  in  Staines 

U.D. 

Perinatal  rate  per  1,000 
live  and  stillbirths 

Staines  U.D. 

England  &  Wales 

1959 

29 

31.8 

34.2 

1958 

27 

30.1 

35.1 

1957 

26 

30.0 

36.2 

1956 

24 

31.2 

36.8 

1955 

28 

37.0 

3>7.6 

1954 

21 

29.7 

38.1 

1953 

10 

15.2 

37.0 

1952 

24 

37.9 

31.S 

1951 

22 

34.8 

38.1 

The  figures  for  Staines  compare  favourably  with  the  figures  for 
England  and  Wales.  The  South-East  corner  of  England  including 
London  and  the  Greater  London  area  generally  has  a  lower  rate  than 
the  rest  of  the  country. 


3 


The  infant  mortality  rate  is  the  rate  for  infants  dying  under  one 
year,  which  includes  the  neo-natal  death  rate  but  not  the  still  birth 
rate.  The  infant  mortality  rate,  15.7  per  1,000  live  births,  compares 
very  favourably  with  Middlesex  County  (19.4)  and  England  and  Wales 
(22.0)  and  reflects  credit  on  local  medical  practitioners  and  infant 
v/elfare  and  an'e-natal  services  of  the  Middlesex  County  Council. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  is  12.2  per  1,000  population.  No  particular 
significance  is  to  be  attached  to  this  slight  rise  above  the  death  rate  for 
England  and  Wales,  as  it  must  be  taken  in  conjunction  with  previous 
years,  e.g.  1954,  when  this  district  had  a  phenomenally  low  death  rate, 
2.6  per  1,000  below  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  Both  these 
divergencies  from  the  mean  line  are  attributable  to  dealing  statistically 
with  a  relatively  small  number  of  deaths. 

The  Mass  X-Ray  Organisation  visited  Staines  and  Ashford  with 
two  separate  mobile  units  and  a  larger  number  of  factory  personnel 
were  X-rayed  than  ever  before.  Those  submitting  themselves  for 
X-ray  were  given  lucky  number  prizes  donated  by  the  business  com¬ 
munity  of  the  Urban  District.  This  was  an  innovation  which  provoked 
a  pleasing  response.  Admittedly  no  bribes  should  be  necessary  when  a 
public  service  is  offered  to  the  population  free  of  charge;  it  is,  however, 
true  to  say  that  more  people  presented  themselves  for  such  examination 
than  on  any  previous  occasion.  The  total  number  of  people  X-rayed 
was  6,219,  with  the  following  result: 

Staines  Ashford 

Number  of  large  Aims  taken  following 

Mass  X-ray  ...  ...  ...  35  49 

People  referred  to  Chest  Clinics  ...  11  28 

People  referred  to  own  doctor  ...  7  2 

The  district  continues  to  be  aware  of  the  nuisance  caused  by  noise, 
which  is  primarily  due  to  aeroplane  traffic.  The  proximity  of  London 
Airport  is  obviously  the  cause.  Unfortunately,  a  great  deal  of  noise 
occurs  during  the  hours  of  darkness  and  may  cause  wakefulness  or 
disturbed  sleep.  The  nuisance  due  to  noise  is  under  consideration. 

Once  again  I  have  much  pleasure  in  using  this  report  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  support  of  the  Council  and  the  Officers  and  to 
record  my  thanks  to  Mr.  J.  Muffin,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
and  the  staff  of  the  Department  for  their  v/ork  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  A.  MATHESON. 
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Summary  of  Statistics 


Area — 8,271  acres. 

Population  (Estimated  mid-1959)  ...  ...  ...  47,910 

Number  of  Houses,  Bungalows  and  Flats  at  1.4.59  ...  13,792 

Rateable  Value  at  1.4.59  .  £883,629 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  at  1st  April,  1959  ...  £3,640 

Summary  of  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  .  448  417  865 

Illegitimate  .  14  15  29 


462  432  894 


Live  Birth  Rate  (per  thousand  population)  ...  ...  ...  18.7 

Comparability  factor  is  0.92  giving  adjusted  birth  rate 
f  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  16.5 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  3.24 


Still  Births  Male 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  8 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births 
Still  Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales 
To^al  Live  and  Still  Births  ... 


Female  T  otal 

6  14 

1  3 

...  ...  18.7 

.  20.7 

...  911 


Deaths 

Male 

Female 


231 

230 


461 


Death  Rate  (per  thousand  population) 

Comparability  factor  is  1.27,  giving  adjusted  death  rate 
of 

V./  X  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Death  Rate  England  and  Wales 

Infant  Deaths  under  one  year 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  thousand  live  births) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  England  and  Wales  ... 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . . . 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 


9.6 

12.2 

11.6 

14 

15.7 

22.0 

15.0 

34.5 

13.4 

13.4 
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Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  ...  31.8 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ...  nil 

Provision  of  Hospitals  and  Clinics  in  the  Area  during  1959 

Hospitals: 

Ashford  Hospital,  London  Road,  Ashford. 

Staines  Hospital,  Kingston  Road,  Staines. 

Chest  Clinic: 

Chest  Clinic,  Ashford  Hospital,  London  Road,  Ashford. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  etc.: 

These  are  provided  by  the  Middlesex  County  Council  at  the 
following  addresses: 

“  The  Grange,”  Gresham  Road,  Staines. 

The  Health  Centre,  Stanwell  Road,  Ashford. 

Laleham  Village  Hall,  Laleham. 

Stanwell  Village  Hall,  Stanwell. 

Notifiable  Diseases 

A  chart  showing  the  diseases  notified  in  their  age  groups  is  appended. 

Tuberculosis 

Tvi^enty  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  and  there 
was  one  death  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  A  chart  showing  the 
age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  notifications  and  deaths  is  appended. 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified  during  1959 
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15-24  25  & 
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Fever 
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1  — 
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Whooping 
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. — , 
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2 
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3 

— ^ 

— 

4 
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— _ 
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3 

1 

— 

4 
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— 
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2 

— 

— 

2 

Food  poisoning  .. 

. — 

1 

6 

3 

— 

10 
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— 
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— 
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Causes  of  Death 


Disease 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Y'/hooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis  ... 

Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
iMalignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 
Coionary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Eronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stom.ach  and  duodenum  ... 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Plyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
A.ll  other  accidents  ... 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operation  of  war 


Male  Female 

1  — 


8 

20 


21 


14 

54 

8 

16 

11 

4 

11 

19 

2 

2 


5 

3 

9 

9 

22 
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3 

38 

28 

3 

34 
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11 
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Food  Poisoning 

An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  which  twelve  persons 
were  affected  after  the  consumption  of  a  meal  in  the  Staff  canteen  at 
a  branch  of  a  multiple  store.  Seven  persons  were  mildly  affected  and 
were  able  to  return  to  work  the  following  day.  Five  received  medical 
attention  and  were  able  to  return  to  work  within  a  few  days.  Investi¬ 
gation  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  established  that  a  large  joint  of 
meat  was  cooked  on  one  day  and  left  in  the  oven  to  be  served  the 
following  day.  This  undesirable  practice  was  a  probable  cause  of  the 
outbreak.  This  was  an  excellent  opportunity  for  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  explain  to  the  staff  the  cause  of  the  outbreak,  and  the 
interest  and  co-operation  shown  should  ensure  that  it  will  not  happen 
again  there. 


Laundry  Service 

The  free  laundry  service  for  aged  incontinent  persons  in  their  own 
homes  continued  to  benefit  such  cases.  In  addition  to  making  patients 
more  comfortable  it  does  relieve  the  strain  on  those  looking  after  them. 
It  was  considered  the  scheme  was  being  handicapped  because  of  the 
shortage  of  bed  linen  in  the  homes  of  a  few  of  the  applicants,  and  the 
Council  decided  to  make  arrangements  through  the  local  branch  of  the 
British  Red  Cross  for  material  for  additional  sheets  to  be  made  up. 
These  sheets  could  then  be  loaned  to  selected  cases. 


Body  lice  in  man  19  years  of  age 

It  is  uncommon  now  to  find  lousiness,  but  a  young  man  aged  19 
years  was  referred  by  his  private  doctor  as  infested  with  body  lice. 
Disinfestation  was  arranged  and  the  household  bedding  was  also 
disinfested. 


National  Assistance  Act  1948,  Section  50 

Three  burials  were  conducted  of  bodies  where  no  arrangements  were 
being  made.  Usually  this  was  because  there  were  no  relatives  or  friends 
of  the  deceased.  It  was  also  necessary  to  arrange  for  the  burial  of  one 
still  born  child. 

Establishments  for  Massage  and  Special  Treatment 

Six  applications  for  the  registration  of  premises  for  massage  and 
special  treatment  were  granted.  These  were  mainly  for  chiropody. 
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Water 


Arrangements  for  the  supply  of  water  are  unchanged;  practically 
the  whole  of  the  area  is  supplied  by  the  South  West  Suburban  Water 
Co.  which  draws  water  from  the  River  Thames  at  their  waterworks  at 
Egham.  The  supply  continues  to  be  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

Discussions  were  initiated  with  the  Water  Co.  and  an  adjoining 
Local  Authority  with  a  view  to  the  extension  of  a  water  main  to  serve 
a  group  of  riverside  bungalows.  These  bungalows  are  occupied  as 
permanent  homes  and  have  cesspool  drainage;  the  existing  water 
supply  is  by  hand  pumps  drawing  water  from  shallow  bores.  These 
are  very  unsatisfactory  conditions  and  the  provision  of  main  water  will 
be  a  much  needed  improvement. 

The  arrangements  for  the  chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological 
examination  of  raw  water  and  treated  water  continue  to  be  on  the  lines 
mentioned  in  previous  reports  and  this  Department  continues  to  take 
check  samples  of  main  water.  All  of  these  have  been  satisfactory.  The 
water  has  no  plumbo  solvent  action  and  there  were  no  reports  during 
the  year  of  contamination.  The  following  report  is  on  a  sample  of 
water  taken  from  the  South  West  Suburban  Water  Co.’s  mains  sub¬ 
mitted  for  examination  during  1959. 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million 


Appearance:  Bright  with  very  few  particles. 


Colour 

nil 

Turbidity  ...  ] 

less  than  2 

pH 

7.7 

Odour  . . .  faint 

chlorinous 

Electric  Conductivity 

...  520 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

8 

Chlorine  present 

Total  Solids 

...  350 

as  Chloride 

23 

Alkahnity  as 

Calcium  Carbonate 

...  205 

Hardness:  Total 

...  275 

Carbonate  205,  Non-carbonate  70 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

4.4 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  ... 

...  absent 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

...  0.000 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

...  0.30 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

...  0.026 

Residual  Chlorine 

0.2 

Metals — 

Aluminium:  less  than  0.02^  Iron^  Zinc,  Copper  and  Lead:  absent 
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Bacteiiologica!  Results 


Number  of 


1  day  at  37°C.  2  days  at  37°C.  3  days  at  20°C. 

0  per  ml.  0  per  ml.  0  per  ml. 


Colonies  devel¬ 


oping  on  Agar 


Presumptive 
Coliaerogenes 
Reaction  ... 


Present  in  Absent  from  Probable  number 


—  ml. 


100  ml.  0  per  100  ml. 


Pact.  coli. 


(Type  1)  ... 


—  ml. 


100  ml.  0  per  100  ml. 


Cl.  welchii 


Reaction 


100  ml. 


10  ml. 


This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a 
reaction  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals.  The 
water  is  hard  in  character  but  its  hardness  and  its  content  of  mineral 
and  saline  constituents  in  solution  are  not  excessive.  Its  organic 
quality  and  bacterial  purity  are  of  a  high  standard. 

The^’e  are  satisfactory  results  showing  effective  treatment  and 
indicating  a  pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply 
purposes. 


Swimming  Baths 


The  Council  has  provided  an  open  air  swimming  pool  at  Ashford. 
This  was  constructed  in  1935.  It  is  of  pleasing  design  and  appearance 
and  provides  a  much  appreciated  amenity.  The  pool  has  a  modern 
continuous  chlorination  and  filtration  plant  which  properly  operated  is 
adequate  to  maintain  a  satisfactory  bathing  water  both  bacteriologically 
and  in  appearance.  Further  provision  of  sv/imming  facilities,  prefer¬ 
ably  a  covered  bath,  would  be  a  v/elcome  addition  to  the  amenities  of 
this  growing  district. 

A  bathing  station  with  undressing  facilities  has  been  provided  by 
the  Council  in  the  Ashby  Recreation  Ground  where  the  River  Thames 
forms  one  boundary.  There  are  also  provided  in  this  recreation  ground 
both  an  open  air  children’s  bathing  pool  and  a  paddling  pool.  Both 
of  these  become  badly  overcrowded  in  fine  weather  and  I  am  concerned 
at  such  times  with  the  quality  of  the  water  in  these  small  pools.  The 
pools  are  filled  twice  a  week  from  the  mains  and  the  water  does 
receive  some  chlorination  treatment.  Bacteriological  samples,  hov/ever, 
are  often  unsatisfactory.  I  would  like  to  see  both  of  these  pools 
replaced  with  larger  pools  provided  vrith  continuous  filtration  and 
chlorination  plant.  The  river  bank  throughout  this  area  and  particu¬ 
larly  at  Laleham  is  used  by  thousands  of  visitors  for  recreation  and 
bathing.  Swimming  in  this  part  of  the  Thames  cannot  by  any  standard 
be  regarded  as  hygienic.  My  own  view  is  that  it  is  undesirable. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Bridge  Street, 
Staines. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  year  1959  has  been  one  of  exceptional  activity  in  this  depart¬ 
ment.  Apart  from  the  usual  routine  inspections  for  the  various  duties, 
attention  has  been  centred  on  the  connection  of  premises  to  the  sewer 
on  completion  of  the  new  main  sewers  in  Staines  and  in  Stan  well  Moor 
and  Poyle,  and  the  survey  for  the  Council’s  first  smoke  control  area  in 
Stanwell.  The  inspections  and  administrative  work  in  connection  with 
the  Smoke  Control  Area  were  undertaken  without  additional  staff  and 
this  proved  a  heavy  burden  but  one  that  was  shouldered  willingly 
because  the  staff  were  as  enthusiastic  as  the  Council  to  see  a  smoke 
control  area  in  operation. 

The  preparation  of  an  annual  report  is  an  opportunity  for  taking 
stock.  Looking  back  to  25  years  ago  one  is  struck  by  the  great  change 
that  has  taken  place  in  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 
Formerly  he  was  mainly  an  enforcement  officer;  now  his  work  lies 
more  in  the  field  of  advice,  education  and  persuasion,  and  with  the 
advent  of  improvement  grants,  grants  for  the  replacement  of  fire  grates 
in  smoke  control  areas  and  payments  over  a  period  for  connections  of 
drains  to  the  sewer,  he  performs  many  services  that  have  made  him 
even  sought  after. 

The  impact  of  the  Rent  Act,  1957  is  now  showing  and  has  resulted 
in  a  much  higher  standard  of  maintenance  of  old  houses  although 
there  is  still  much  repair  work  to  do.  In  this  connection  the  repair 
sections  of  the  Housing  Act  were  used  to  secure  the  repair  of  houses 
in  several  roads  which  had,  during  and  after  the  war,  degenerated  into 
modern  slums.  The  use  of  the  Housing  Act  together  with  the  Rent 
Act  resulted  in  a  very  great  improvement  not  only  in  the  repair  but 
also  in  the  appearance  of  the  houses. 

The  clearance  of  unfit  houses  under  the  programme  submitted  in 
accordance  with  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  proceeded 
in  accordance  with  the  rehousing  quota  of  twenty  houses  per  year  fixed 
by  the  Council.  A  provisional  list  of  unfit  houses  remaining  to  be  dealt 
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with  after  this  programme  is  completed  has  been  compiled^  and  the 
fact  that  a  house  has  been  included  in  it  occasionally  creates  a  problem 
for  the  vendor  and  purchaser  when  a  sale  is  being  arranged  and  this  is 
revealed  on  enquiry.  Nevertheless^  I  feel  it  is  only  proper  for  this 
information  to  be  given. 

I  refer  elsewhere  to  the  number  of  complaints  about  food^  and  to 
the  legal  proceedings  that  were  authorised  against  some  food  traders. 
In  my  view  there  is  an  increasing  demand  by  the  public  for  higher 
standards  of  food  handling  than  some  food  traders  appear  to  be  aware 
of  or  are  willing  to  meet.  In  some  cases  traders  were  anxious  to 
provide  a  higher  standard  but  seemed  unable  to  persuade  employees 
of  this  need. 

At  the  request  of  the  Middlesex  County  Council  a  joint  inspection 
by  an  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  a  Public  Health  Inspector 
was  made  of  all  the  schools  in  the  area.  In  each  case  an  agreed  report 
was  sent  to  the  County  Council  and  joint  recommendations  were  made. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  support  given 
to  me  by  the  members  of  the  Council  and  by  the  officers  of  the  other 
departments,  particularly  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  his  staff  whose 
advice  on  legal  matters  is  always  so  readily  available.  I  would  also 
like  to  thank  all  the  staff  of  the  department  for  their  continued  loyalty. 

JOHN  MULLIN, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Summary  of  Inspections 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  2^230 

Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 

Rent  Act  1957  .  364 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,876 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  363 

Pet  Animals  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  216 

Drainage  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,097 

Drain  Testing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguard)  Regulations,  1953  ...  ...  2 

Factories  and  Outworkers,  Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

Factories  (Fire  Escape)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,531 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,470 

Vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Keeping  of  Animals  and  Poultry  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Caravans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  298 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Hawkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

River  Pollution  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Refuse  Deposits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

Hairdressers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  278 


11,149 
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Informal  Formal 

18  35 

1  — 

134  43 

48  — 

5  — 

6  — 

3  — 


215  78 


During  the  year  403  complaints  were  received  from  the  public;  all 
v/ere  investigated  and  appropriate  action  taken. 

Drainage 

With  the' completion  of  the  laying  of  the  new  sewers  as  part  of  the 
re-drainage  of  the  area,  the  task  of  getting  premises  connected  to  the 
sewers  was  commenced.  It  was  necessary  to  drain  many  properties  in 
combination  and  these  required  a  considerable  amount  of  negotiation 
with  the  various  owners  in  order  to  secure  agreement.  This  depart¬ 
ment  took  the  initiative  in  these  cases  since  it  was  doubtful  if  owners 
would  reach  agreement  and  obtain  estimates  for  the  laying  of  private 
sewers.  Power  to  require  connection  to  the  sewer  is  given  under  the 
special  powers  contained  in  Section  40  of  the  Middlesex  County 
Council  Act  1956,  but  these  only  apply  where  the  sewer  being  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Council  is  within  one  hundred  feet  of  the  premises  and 
the  intervening  land  is  land  through  which  the  owner  is  entitled  to 
drain.  These  pov/ers  were  of  great  value  in  most  cases  but  did  not 
help  where  drainage  would  have  to  be  in  combination  unless  arrange¬ 
ments  such  as  are  described  above  could  be  made  with  the  various 
owners.  It  was  possible  to  abolish  cesspools  at  84  houses  and  connect 
the  drainage  to  the  new  sewers. 


Number  of  Notices  Served: 

Housing  Act  1957,  Section  9 
Housing  Act  1957,  Overcrowding 
Public  Health  Act  1936  ... 

Food  &  Drugs  Act  1955  ... 
Factories  Act  1937  ... 

Pests  Act  1949 
Shops  Act  1950 


Refuse 

Disposal  of  refuse  continues  to  be  at  the  modern  incinerator  jointly 
owned  by  Twickenham,  Staines  and  Sunbury  Councils.  It  has  become 
increasingly  difficult  for  the  Engineer,  under  whose  control  this  service 
is,  to  maintain  a  weekly  collection  of  refuse  because  of  the  shortage  of 
labour.  I  would  like  to  see  a  twice  weekly  collection  offered  to  the 
various  food  traders  who  often  have  little  space  to  store  refuse,  but 
under  present  labour  conditions  this  seems  impossible. 

The  dumping  of  refuse  on  various  sites  and  on  roadside  waste  still 
continues  and  the  Council  has  from  time  to  time  to  clear  these  sites. 
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Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

Following  the  instructions  by  the  Council  in  December  1958  to 
survey  a  part  of  the  district  for  the  purpose  of  declaring  a  smoke 
control  area^  inspections  were  made  of  all  the  buildings  and  dwellings 
in  that  part  of  the  area  north  of  London  Road,  east  of  Stanwell  New 
Road.  This  comprises  about  one  quarter  of  the  Urban  District  with 
an  area  of  about  1,824  acres  and  contains  a  little  over  2,500  buildings 
most  of  them  dwelling  houses.  It  is  therefore  a  substantial  first  area 
and  I  feel  the  Council  is  to  be  commended  on  accepting  an  area  of  this 
size  for  their  first  venture. 

The  survey  was  almost  completed  by  the  end°of  the  year  and  a  start 
was  made  on  the  preparation  of  the  detailed  estimates  for  approval  by 
the  Council  and  submission  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  for  confirmation. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  from  the  public 
about  unsound  food  and  of  foreign  matter  in  food.  A  total  of  20 
complaints  were  investigated.  These  included  complaints  of  mould 
growth  in  meat  products  and  in  bread,  a  cockroach  in  ginger  cake  and 
of  various  foreign  bodies  such  as  match  sticks,  a  small  ball  of  tobacco 
in  butter,  and  broken  glass  in  cream.  This  is  indicative  of  an  increasing 
awareness  on  the  part  of  the  public,  particularly  the  housewife,  of 
rising  standards  of  food  hygiene.  I  think  this  is  a  good  thing  and  is  to 
be  encouraged. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Bakehouses 

1 

46 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  Shops 

19 

105 

Manufacturer  of  Bakers  Sundries 

1 

6 

Butchers  Shops 

37 

194 

Bacon  Curer  ... 

1 

45 

Brewery 

1 

2 

Cannery  and  Winery  ... 

1 

13 

^^lul^s  ...  ...  ...  ... 

13 

17 

Confectionery  Manufacturers 

1 

7 

Dairies 

6 

24 

Fish  Shops  (wet  and  fried  fish) 

13 

no 

Grocers 

88 

345 

Greengrocers  ... 

40 

112 

Licensed  Premises 

36 

43 

Off-Licences  ... 

9 

21 

Mineral  Water  Manufacturer 

2 

4 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  ... 

37 

212 

School  Kitchens 

14 

42 

Slaughterhouses 

1 

363 

Sweets  and  Tobacco  ... 

44 

70 

Wholesale  Warehouses 

7 

36 

Works  Canteens 

14 

16 

Food  Storage  (Hawkers) 

17 

43 

Food  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  1955. 

(a)  Sale  of  Ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  149 

(b)  Meat  and  Sausage  Manufacturers  ...  ...  24 

(c)  Fish  Friers  and  Curers  ...  ...  ...  9 

(d)  Manufacturers  of  Preserves  ...  ...  1 

(e)  Cannery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Milk 

The  number  of  Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors  registered  is :  — 
Milk  Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

The  following  licences  have  been  issued :  — 

Dealers  Supplementary 

Designation  Licences  Licences 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  10  11 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  14  11 

Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  16  10 
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An  Order  is  in  force  specifying  the  area  as  one  in  which  only 
designated  milks  can  be  sold. 

Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  securing  the  proper  cleansing  of 
milk  churns  at  a  dairy,  and  a  farmer  supplying  this  dairy  complained 
of  the  condition  of  the  churns  when  returned  to  him  supposedly 
cleansed. 

The  law  places  the  onus  of  cleansing  on  both  farmer  and  dairyman 
although  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  a  dairy  to  cleanse  churns  immedi¬ 
ately  after  emptying. 


Middlesex  County  Council  Act  1950,  S.ll 


Registration  of  Hawkers 

Fruit  and 

Ice  Cream  Vegetables  Other  Foods 

Registered  during  1959  ...  5  3  — 

Total  registered  at  31.12.59  23  35  7 

The  total  number  of  inspections  of  food  premises  of  all  types 
excluding  slaughterhouses  was  1,513. 


Improvements  effected  at  Food  Premises  No.  of 

Premises 

Cleanliness  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Structural  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Ventilation  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Equipment  improved,  protective  screens  provided  ...  25 

Hot  water  supplies  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  6 

Sinks  and  wash  basins  provided  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lighting  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


The  following  foods  were  surrendered  in  food  premises  as  being 


unfit  for  human  consumption. 
1,425  cans  various  foods 
6  lbs.  pork  chipolatas 
56  lbs.  corned  beef 
1,034  lbs.  bacon  and  ham 
5  turkeys 
64  lbs.  chicken 
294  lbs.  offal  various 
12  lbs.  veal 
67  lbs.  beef 


10  lbs.  margarine 
510  packets  of  sundry  foods 
300  lbs.  sliced  peaches 
1,430  lbs.  apricot  pulp 
27  stones  fish 
52  lbs.  luncheon  meat 
24  escallops 
87  lbs.  pork 
45  lbs.  lamb 


Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations 

Almost  all  the  ice-cream  continues  to  be  manufactured  by  a  few 
firms  whose  products  are  sold  all  over  the  country.  No  ice-cream  is 
manufactured  in  this  district.  In  view  of  this,  routine  bacteriological 
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sampling  of  the  nationally  manufactured  ice-cream  has  practically 
ceased.  Three  samples  were  taken — these  were  placed  in  grade  1. 

Food  Hygiene 

Attention  continues  to  be  paid  to  all  the  places  where  food  is  made, 
prepared  and  sold,  and  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  continue  to  point 
out  wrong  practices  whenever  seen  at  the  time  of  their  inspections. 
Improvements  continue  to  be  made  in  the  structure  and  appearance  of 
the  retail  food  shops.  More  and  more  traders  are  using  refrigerated 
storage  and  refrigerated  display  counters  and  more  attention  is  being 
paid  to  the  preparation  rooms  and  to  the  storage  rooms  at  the  rear  of 
the  food  shops.  I  think  I  can  say  that  there  is  steady  progress  being 
made  in  this  direction  but  there  is  still  considerable  room  for  improve¬ 
ment  particularly  with  regard  to  the  clean  handling  of  food.  It  does 
not  seem  to  occur  to  some  food  handlers  that  they  should  wash  their 
hands  more  than  once  a  day. 

Legal  Proceedings 

The  proprietor  of  a  delicatessen  shop  in  Staines  was  fined  a  total  of 
£40  for  selling  ham  dressing  which  contained  mice  droppings  and  the 
larvae  of  insects. 

The  proprietor  of  a  grocer’s  shop  was  fined  a  total  of  £75  for  selling 
sausages  which  were  decomposed  and  mouldy. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  a  local  baker  for  selling  a  loaf  of 
bread  containing  a  piece  of  wire.  The  Bench  gave  a  conditional  dis¬ 
charge  on  payment  of  £5. 5s.  costs. 

Another  baker  was  summonsed  for  selling  a  ginger  cake  containing 
a  cockroach.  This  resulted  in  a  fine  of  £50  with  £5. 5s.  costs. 

A  large  bakery  firm  sold  a  loaf  of  bread  containing  part  of  a  mouse. 
The  Bench  imposed  a  fine  of  £5  with  £2.2s.  costs. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  a  greengrocer  in  Ashford  for  failing 
to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 
Fines  totalling  £15  with  £5. 5s.  costs  were  imposed. 

Meat  Inspection  at  Slaughterhouses 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  killed,  the  carcases 
inspected  and  details  of  carcases  condemned.  The  total  number  of 
animals  killed  was  11,979,  a  decrease  of  nearly  6,000  from  1958. 

Full  details  of  the  meat  condemned  have  been  reported  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee  each  month  and  records  are  available  should  they 
be  required  for  statistical  or  other  purposes. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned 
in  wSmIe  or  in  part 


Cattle 

Excluding  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

Cows 

591 

45 

196 

Lambs 

4414 

6733 

Number  inspected 

591 

45 

196 

4414 

6733 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

74 

10 

24 

208 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

12.5 

22.2 

0.54 

3.2 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

3 

4 

14 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

0.50 

8.9 

— 

. 

0.21 

Cystircercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Note. — No  horses  were  killed  for  human  consumption. 

Condemned  meat  and  food  is  dealt  with  at  a  factory  in  the  area 
where  it  is  processed  for  industrial  use. 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  ceased  to  act  as  Certifying  Officers 
under  the  Zviinistry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  Scheme  for 
Dead  v/eight  Grading  of  Pigs  in  September  1959.  An  unexpected  and 
welcome  result  was  a  marked  decline  in  Sunday  slaughtering  since  the 
grading  staff  cf  the  Ministry  are  not  available  on  Sundays  whereas  the 
Public  I-Iealth  Inspectors  were.  This  suggests  that  Sunday  slaughtering 
was  not  so  necessary  as  it  is  often  claimed  to  be. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 
Adulteration  of  Foods,  etc. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Officer,  Public  Control  Department  of 


the  Middlesex  County  Council, 

for  the  following 

report  on  work 

carried  out  by  his  Department 

within  the  Staines 

Urban  District 

during  1959. 

Total  Samples 

Articles 

Procured 

Unsatisfactory 

Milk  (various) 

51 

— 

Milk  (dried)  ... 

3 

1 

Butter  ... 

9 

— 

Cakes  ... 

2 

— 

Coffee  ... 

2 

— 

Cream  ... 

4 

— 

Drugs  ... 

4 

— 

Fish  and  Fish  Products 

9 

2 

Fruit — Fresh  and  Canned,  etc. 

5 

— 

Fruit  Squash,  etc. 

2 

1 

Ice-cream 

5 

— 

Margarine 

3 

— 

Meat  and  Meat  Products 

18 

— 

Sausages,  etc.  ... 

11 

2 

Sweets 

2 

— 

Vinegar 

11 

4 

Miscellaneous  ... 

7 

— 

TOTALS  148 

10 

With  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory  samples,  the  following  comments 
are  made :  — 

Milk  (Dried).  A  sample  of  spray-dried  skim  milk  powder  was 
found  to  contain  black  particles.  Analysis  showed  that  these  particles 
were  pieces  of  charred  milk  powder  and  were  harmless.  No  action 
was  taken. 

Fish  and  Fish  Products.  A  fishmonger  labelled  and  sold  witches 
as  “  Witch  Soles.”  The  witch  is  a  different  species  of  fish  from  sole 
and  there  is  no  such  fish  as  a  witch  sole.  The  witch  is  considered  an 
inferior  fish  to  a  sole.  The  fishmonger  was  cautioned  for  this  offence. 

Fruit  Squashes.  A  bottle  of  Limeade  was  found  to  contain  a  cloudy 
deposit.  Analysis  showed  this  to  be  fermentation  caused  by  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  portion  of  wild  yeast,  a  floating  organism  which  is  a 


22 


natural  hazard  in  the  fruit  drink  industry.  It  is  harmless  and  does  not 
render  the  drink  unfit,  so  no  further  action  was  taken. 

Sausages.  Two  samples  of  sausages  were  found  to  contain  added 
preservative  although  no  declaration  to  the  effect  had  been  made.  In 
both  cases  subsequent  samples  were  obtained  when  the  required 
preservative  notice  was  displayed.  No  further  action  was  taken. 

Vinegar.  Four  samples  of  vinegar  obtained  from  a  retailer  were 
found  to  be  contaminated  with  a  hydrocarbon  oil  resembling  paraffin. 
The  samples  were  obtained  from  a  barrel  and  in  spite  of  the  most 
careful  enquiries  it  was  not  found  possible  to  establish  how  this  con¬ 
tamination  had  occurred.  In  the  circumstances  it  was  decided  to  take 
no  further  action. 

Merchandise  Marks  Acts,  1887-1953 .  The  majority  of  the  inspec¬ 
tion  work  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of  these  Acts  relates  to 
ensuring  that  the  requirements  of  the  various  Marking  Orders  made 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1926  are  complied  with.  These 
Orders  apply  to  the  marking  of  the  country  of  origin  on  imported 
foodstuffs,  principally  meat,  apples,  tomatoes,  dried  fruits,  bacon,  ham, 
poultry,  butter  and  honey,  upon  sale  and  exposure  for  sale.  The 
inspections  were  made  at  123  premises  of  290  displays  of  these  food¬ 
stuffs.  Most  of  the  infringements  detected  were  of  a  minor  nature  and 
were  dealt  with  by  verbal  warnings. 

Labelling  of  Food  Order  1953.  This  Order  requires  pre-packed 
food  to  be  marked  with  the  name  and  address,  or  with  the  registered 
trademark,  of  the  packer  or  labeller.  It  also  requires  such  food  to  be 
labelled  with  its  common  or  usual  name  (if  any),  and  in  the  case  of  a 
compounded  food,  with  the  names  of  the  ingredients  in  descending 
order  of  proportion  by  weight.  It  also  controls  the  manner  in  which 
the  presence  of  vitamins  and  minerals  is  disclosed  and  prescribes 
specific  labelling  of  certain  foods.  A  total  of  298  articles  of  pre-packed 
food  was  examined  at  83  different  premises  to  ascertain  whether  there 
was  compliance  with  the  above  Order. 

False  and  Misleading  Descriptions.  Food  advertisements  and  labels 
have  been  scrutinised  for  false  and  misleading  statements  and  descrip¬ 
tions.  No  serious  infringements  were  disclosed.  Corrective  action 
taken  within  the  whole  area  of  the  County  has  equal  effect  within 
every  County  district,  and  work  under  this  heading  is  combined  with 
inspections  made  in  connection  with  the  Merchandise  Marks  Acts  and 
the  Labelling  of  Food  Order. 

Corrective  action  was  sought,  for  example,  where  slimming  claims 
were  made  in  association  with  lemon  juice  drinks,  and  where  certain 
soft  cheeses  were  claimed  to  be  Cream  Cheeses.”  Some  extravagant 
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claims  in  respect  of  medical  remedies  v/ere  challenged  and  the  adver¬ 
tisements  withdrawn. 

Special  Designated  Milks.  During  the  year  1959,  22  samples  of 
designated  milks  were  taken,  all  of  which  were  certified  to  be  satis¬ 
factory.  One  Dealers’  (Pasteuriser’s)  Licence  was  issued  in  respect  of 
premises  where  milk  is  processed.  The  premises  were  regularly 
inspected  and  compliance  with  statutory  requirements  was  well  main¬ 
tained.  No  infringements  were  reported  during  the  year. 

Safe  Milk.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  15  samples  of  raw  milk 
were  procured  and  submitted  to  test  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli. 
None  was  found  to  be  contaminated. 

HeaSth  Education 

The  Council  now  has  four  three-panelled  public  notice  boards 
available  for  the  display  of  health  education  posters  and  exclusive  to 
the  use  of  this  department.  These  were  kept  posted  with  attractive 
posters  throughout  the  year  as  part  of  the  health  education  programme. 
A  talk  on  the  Public  Health  Services  was  given  to  a  class  of  school 
leavers  at  a  secondary  school  and  a  Clean  Air  Exhibition  was  arranged 
at  the  Town  Hall. 


Housing  Statistics 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  1959  :  — 

Local  Authority 
Others 


67 

427 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts  ... 

Unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied :  — 

After  informal  action 
After  formal  notice  under 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts — 

by  owner 

by  local  authority  ... 

(b)  Housing  A.ct,  1957,  S.9  and  16 — 

by  owner 

by  local  authority  ... 

Unfit  houses  closed  or  demolished  during  1959:  — 

Plouses  subject  to  Demolition  Orders 
Plouses  included  in  Clearance  Areas  ... 

Unfit  houses  Closed  (Sec.  16(4)  Housing  Act,  1957) 


2,230 


125 


34 

13 


34 

1 


16 

1 

1 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Proceedings  were  taken  before  the  magistrates  under  Section  93  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  1936  for  the  abatement  of  nuisance  due  to  the 
disrepair  of  three  cottages.  The  owner  was  a  lady  without  means  and 
there  was  an  outstanding  mortgage.  The  rents  were  low  and  had  not 
been  increased  under  the  Rent  Act,  1957  because  of  the  disrepair,  and 
the  position  was  that  there  was  not  sufficient  rent  income  to  pay  for 
repairs,  and  the  rents  could  not  be  raised  until  the  repairs  were  done. 

The  Court  made  Nuisance  Orders  for  the  Council  to  carry  out  the 
repairs. 


Overcrowding 

It  was  decided  to  take  action  under  the  overcrowding  provisions  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1957  to  secure  the  abatement  of  serious  overcrowding 
when  it  became  known  that  three  families  were  occupying  a  small 
house.  The  magistrates  imposed  a  penalty. 

Improvement  Grants 

The  Standard  Grant  scheme  introduced  early  in  the  year  stimulated 
interest  in  improvement  grants  by  providing  specified  maximum 
amounts  which  could  be  applied  for  as  a  right  by  owners  of  property. 
The  conditions  for  making  grants  were  made  easier  to  render  them 
more  attractive  to  owners.  It  seems  however  in  this  area  that  when¬ 
ever  constructional  works  are  necessary  such  as  the  building  on  of  a 
bathroom,  the  standard  grants  with  a  maximum  of  £155  are  frequently, 
according  to  builders  tenders  being  received  by  owners,  insufficient  to 
meet  one  half  of  the  cost.  For  this  reason  many  owners  prefer  to  apply 
for  a  discretionary  grant.  Applications  continue  to  be  mainly  from 
owner/occupiers,  but  this  is  a  district  with  a  very  high  proportion  of 
owner/occupied  houses. 

The  following  grants  were  made :  — 

Standard  grants  ...  ...  ...  24 

Discretionary  grants  ...  ...  17 

Rent  Act,  1957  —  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

There  has  been  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  enquiries 
and  requests  for  information  under  the  Rent  Act,  and  this  is  an  indica¬ 
tion  that  the  problems  which  arose  shortly  after  the  Act  came  into 
force  are  now  largely  resolved.  The  intricacies  of  the  Act  and  the 
detailed  procedure  to  secure  the  repair  of  a  house  continue  to  bewilder 
tenants,  particularly  the  elderly,  and  it  is  they  who  form  the  majority 
of  tenants  of  old  property  in  need  of  repair.  It  is  known  that  some 
tenants  have  served  notices  of  disrepair  on  their  owners  in  1957  or 
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1958,  the  repairs  have  not  been  done  and  the  tenant  has  not  taken  any 
further  action.  In  some  cases  owners  have  not  increased  rents  because 
of  the  amount  of  disrepair  and  the  tenant  has  accepted  the  position 
because  of  the  lower  rent.  Apart  from  these  criticisms  the  Act  has 
been  effective  in  securing  a  higher  standard  of  repair  and  maintenance 
to  dwellings. 


Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Number  of  applications  for  certificates  ... 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  ... 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates — 

(a)  in  respect  of  some,  but  not  all  defects 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  ... 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  local  authority  ... 
Number  of  certificates  issued  ... 
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9 

11 

12 

8 


Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

Applications  by  landlords  to  local  authority  for  cancellation  of 
certificates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  ...  ...  1 

Decisions  by  local  authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenants' 

objections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Certificates  cancelled  by  local  authority  ...  ...  ...  13 


Caravans 


The  number  of  residential  caravans  within  the  Urban  District  is 
now  as  follows :  — 


Licensed  Sites  (privately  operated) 

Arcadia,  Penton  Hook  Park,  Laleham 
Fairyland,  Penton  Hook  Park,  Laleham  ... 
Laleham  Reach  (Surrey  Side  of  River  Thames) 
Individual  Sites 

Moor  Stud  Farm,  Hithermoor  Road,  Stanwell 
Thames  Ballast,  Littleton  Lane,  Laleham 
Showmen’s  Guild  Sites:  (Winter  Quarters) 


Total  No.  used  only 
No.  of  at  holidays 
Caravans  or  weekends 
..4  — 

10  3 

12  6 

No.  of  Caravans 
1 
1 

Maximum  No.  of 
vans  occupied 


Beach’s  Yard,  Grays  Lane,  Ashford  ...  ...  5 

201,  Feltham  Hill  Road,  Ashford  ...  ...  ...  4 

Irvin’s  Amusement  Depot,  Poplar  Road,  Ashford  4 

24,  Park  Road,  Ashford  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

27,  Chattern  Hill  Ashford  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

23,  Chattern  Hill  (3  stored — none  occupied) 

Moor  Stud  Farm,  Hithermoor  Road,  Stanwell  ...  1 
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In  addition  to  these  the  local  authority  has  a  site  in  Laleham  Park 
where  during  the  summer  months  only  a  maximum  of  12  holiday 
caravans  are  permitted  on  the  camping  site  which  is  run  on  behalf  of 
the  Council  by  the  Camping  Club  of  Great  Britain. 

Twenty-two  caravans  were  found  to  be  occupying  land  at  Coin- 
brook.  They  had  arrived  en  masse  following  protracted  action  under 
planning  powers  by  an  adjoining  local  authority.  The  caravans  were 
all  occupied  by  families  engaged  in  “  dealing  ”  of  various  kinds. 
Prompt  action  under  the  powers  available  against  the  owner  of  the 
land  and  the  occupiers  of  the  caravans  resulted  in  their  removal  by 
the  owners  after  a  stay  of  only  a  few  weeks. 

A  houseboap  which  had  been  pulled  up  on  to  the  river  bank  at 
Laleham  because  it  was  leaking  badly,  was  found  to  be  occupied  by  a 
family  with  three  young  children.  The  houseboat  was  unfit  for  habita¬ 
tion  and  since  it  had  been  on  the  same  site  for  two  years,  action  was 
taken  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  and  a  Demolition 
Order  made.  The  houseboat  was  on  fioodable  land  and  following  a 
period  of  flooding  two  of  the  children  contracted  paratyphoid  fever. 

Legal  Proceedings 

Proceedings  were  instituted  under  the  provisions  of  the  Middlesex 
County  Council  Acts  against  the  occupiers  of  two  caravans  for  using 
them  without  the  Council’s  consent.  Penalties  were  imposed  in  each 
case,  and  the  caravans  were  removed. 

Pest  Destruction 

In  my  report  for  1958  I  referred  to  the  discovery  of  infestation  of  a 
house  roof  by  the  House  Longhorn  Beetle. 

During  1959  infestation  by  this  beetle  was  reported  in  six  more 
houses  and  it  seems  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  if  a  proper  search 
were  made  by  an  experienced  person  many  more  infestations  would  be 
found.  The  grub  of  this  beetle  is  quite  large — ^about  one  inch  long — 
and  since  it  can  remain  active  for  many  years  feeding  inside  the  timber 
particularly  of  roofs,  doing  considerable  damage  without  becoming 
apparent  until  the  first  sign  of  its  presence  is  the  collapse  of  a  roof 
timber,  property  owners  and  estate  agents  were  notified  of  the  occur¬ 
rence  and  the  Council  resolved  to  make  a  building  byelaw  requiring 
preventive  treatment  of  roof  timbers  of  new  buildings. 

1959  was  a  “  wasp  year.”  Indeed,  at  one  period  it  was  not  possible 
to  meet  all  the  requests  from  the  public  to  destroy  wasps’  nests  at  their 
premises.  In  the  early  months  of  the  year  wasps  are  beneficial  insects 
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because  they  take  other  insects  and  grubs  to  feed  their  own  grubs.  In 
the  late  summer  they  spoil  fruit  and  can  become  a  nuisance. 

Many  requests  were  received  to  destroy  nests  in  private  gardens; 
these  were  not  acceded  to  unless  there  was  a  good  reason^  but  advice 
was  given  in  all  cases.  Nests  in  roofs  of  houses,  porches  and  under 
floors  were  destroyed  by  the  Council’s  operator  free  of  charge. 


Rodent  Control 

Number  of  complaints  received 
Number  of  dwelling-houses  treated  for:  — 

(a)  Rats  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(b)  Mice 

Number  of  business  premises  treated  ... 
Number  of  inspections  made  ... 

Total  of  inspections  and  revisits 


412 

573 

77 

48 

1,351 

4,456 
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Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1 — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

12 

7 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

271 

168 

5 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  pre¬ 
mises) 

9 

16 

TOTAL  ... 

292 

191 

5 

— 
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2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Partticulars 

Referred 

cases  in 
which 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l.)  . 

Overcrlowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temp¬ 
erature  (S.3) 

- 

_ 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4)  . 

1 

_ 

1 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

- 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

{a)  Insufficient  . . . 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

3 

3 

-  -  - 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  ... 

—  - 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  Outwork) 

TOTAL  ... 

4 

4 

1 

1 

— 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork 


(Sections  110  and  111  ) 


Nature 
of  Work 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 

no  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances  of 
work  in  un¬ 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

bearing 
pparel — 
Aakingj  etc. 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shops  Act,  1950 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  this  Act  includ¬ 
ing  hours  of  closing  as  well  as  the  health  and  comfort  provisions.  The 
earlier  closing  of  shops  which  has  occurred  since  1939  and  the  employ¬ 
ment  situation  has  resulted  in  it  no  longer  being  necessary  to  take 
enforcement  action  since  traders  close  very  much  earlier  than  the  law 
requires.  71  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  the  Act. 
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